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conditions of men, I have been able gradually to form,
with some accuracy, personal judgments concern-
ing character. Of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan I can
speak with real confidence. He is transparently sin-
cere, with the simple directness of a child; and he is
above all things a firm believer in God. He won my
heart both by his gentleness and truth. His fearless-
ness, also, made me feel his moral greatness.
He told me much about his own home in the
Peshawar District which he passionately loved.
There was no spot on earth, he said, so beautiful.
His mother would spend long hours every day in
silent prayer. His father was so trustworthy that
the poorer people would come and leave all their
savings in his keeping; for his word was as good as
his bond throughout the whole Peshawar District.
Having a high regard for British character, he had
sent his elder son to England, where he was trained
as a doctor,1 and he had wished to send his younger
son, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, also. But Abdul failed
to pass his College matriculation from the Edwardes
Memorial High School, where the Rev. E. F. E.
Wigram was his head master.
He explained to me that, as a boy, he owed much
to Mr. Wigram, whose Christian example had
inspired him when quite young to devote everything
he had to the service of his country. As he grew
older and married, and had children of his own, he
sent them one by one to England. He had always
1 See Chapter vnr, p 92, for a further description of this elder son,
Dr Khan Sahib.